2007 VASHINGTON
JOB GAP STUDY

ChienHao Fu, Dennis Osorio,
Jill Reese and Gerald Smith

Northwest Federation of
Community Organizations

Washington
Family Budget:
Falling Behind




Table of Contents

1 Executive Summar y
3 Introduction
3 Methodology

4 Whatis a Living Wage?

4 Findings

5 The Living Wage Versus the Minimum Wage and
the Federal Poverty Threshold

6 The Rising Cost of Living

8 The Northwest Job Gap

12 State FIndings

12 Washington

16 Trade-offs and Tough Times
16 The Rise of the Living Wage

21 Conclusions
21 Policy Options f or Closing the Gap

22 Technical Notes

28 Appendix: County Le vel Living Wage Figures

Research support provided by Matt Broaddus and Christina Wong.



Executive Summar

The wage gap between high- and low-income 7KH ¢QGLQJIV VKRZ DQ DODUPLQJ SLFWXUH RI!
families continues to grawin the Northwest, 1RUWKZHVW HFRIBRPSHRSOH ORRNLQJ IRU OLY
SHRSOH VWUXJJOH WR ¢QG ZRUN WKDW SD\W@JEDJHRIRUN LQ WKH 1IRUWKZHVW WKH PDUI
ZDJH $ OLYLQJ ZDJH LV WKH DPRXQW WKDW OBy H MRE VHHNHUV DUH RIWHQ FRQIU
IRU DQ LQGLYLGXDO RU IDPLO\ WR PHHW WKHELWEBRASD\LQJ MREV WKDW GR QRW SURYLC
needs.This increasing wage gap means that for ~ FLHQW LQFRPH IRU D EDVLF VWDQBOUG RI OLY
PDQ\ LQGLYLGXDOV DQG IDPLOLHV KDUG ZRUN M}k JDS OHIW EHWZHHQ WKH QHHG IRU C
isn’t enough. ZRUN DQG WKH DYDLODELOLW\ RI MREV WKDW
WR PDLQWDLQ D EDVLF VWDQGDUG RI OLYLQJ
Living in the Red: Northwest Family Budgets
Falling Behind, 2007 Northwest Job GAWDNHYV ~ -RE VHHNHUV DQG ZRUNHUV DUH IXUWKHU FKLC
VWRFN RI WKH 1RUWKZHV\WWHRRQFFRUW E\ D GLVWXUELQJ WUHQG WKH IDFW WKDW Wk
features: basic necessities is increasing faster than wages.
'ULYHQ E\ UDSLGO\ ULVLQJ KHDOWK FDUH FRV\
1$ OLYLQJ ZDJH IRU DOO FRXQWLHV LQ ,GDKRLYLQJ ZDJH LV IDVW RXWSDFLQJ DFWXDO ZD.
Montana, Oregon, anYashington, OHDYLQJ SD\FKHFNV LQFUHDVLQJO\ XQDEOH W
EDVLF VWDQGDUG RI OLYLQJ 'DWD IURP WKLV
« A comparison of real wage growth with the rise ~ YLRXV UHSRUWV VKRZ WKDW HYHQ LI D ZRUNH
LQ WKH OLYLQJ ZDJH D QLYLQJ ZDJH ¢ YH\HDUV DJR E\ QRZ HYHQ DQ
LQADWLRQ DGMXVWHG ZDJH ZRXOG OHDYH Wi
$7KH SHUFHQW RI MRE RSHQLQJV WKDW SD\ @nable to meet some basic needs.
OLYLQJ zZDJH
The Job Gap Series has used the same method
$7KH UDWLR RI WKH QXPEHU RI OLYLQJ ZDJHREI\ RYHU WKH SDVW ¢ YH \HDUV DQG IRXQG
RSHQLQJV WR WKH QXPEHU RI SHRSOH ORRNiHYYZHHQ  DQG ~ WKH OLYLQJ ZDJH KDV UL
IRU ZRUN

NORTHWEST

LIVING WAGES
Household 1: Single adult $10.93 $10.32 $11.67 $11.51
Household 2: Single adult $18.77 $16.77 $19.65 $18.39

with one child

Household 3: Single adult $23.44 $20.97 $24.48 $25.18

with two children

Household 4: Two adults (one working),  $21.56 $21.36 $23.11 $23.04

with two children

Household 5: Two adults (both working) ~ $30.05* $27.84* $31.34* $31.68*

with two children

* The combined wages of both working adults need to total this amount.




WZR WR IRXU WLPHYV IDVWHU WKDQ LQADWLIQ@G@GDIH\NDHD.OLHV IDOO LQWR D JDS ZKHUH \
ZDJH JURZWK LQ HYHU\ VWDWH LQ WKH 1RUWKXYKWWDRYG FRYHUDJH DW DR®THRIGFD QY
Rising health care costs continue to be one of the WKH TXDOLW\ RI FRYHUDJH WKH\ QHHG DQG D
SULPDU\ IDFWRUV LQ WKH LQFUHDVH LQ WKHVRMN QRIFDKYHD OMBEHPHAD\ IURP ¢ QDQFLDO
RYHU WLPH catastrophe.

$V IHZ DV RQH LQ ¢ YH MRE RSHQLQJV LQ WKHQWIURQJ WKH ¢ QDQFLDO ZHOOEHLQJ RI WKH
RIHU D ZDJH WKDW FRXOG VXSSRUW D ZRUNGHIRWM R\WKH UHJILRQ LV D SULPDU\ UHVSRQ\
7KH MRE JDS UDWLRYV EHORZ LQGLFDWH WK DXWRWHHIR/KIHU QIRHQWY QGLQJIV LQGLFDWH WK
FRXUVHRlI  WKHUH ZHUH DV PDQ\DV WLPHYFUHDVLQJ DFFHVV WR ZRUN ZLWKRXW JXDL
DV PDQ\ MRE VHHNHUV DV WKHUH ZHUH OLY L@UZABIHTXDWH ZDJH OHYHOV DQG SURYLGLQJ
MREV VXSSOHPHQWV LV LQVXI¢FLHQW WR4X0O¢00 V

VLELOIAR\PHHW WKLV FKDOOHQJH ODZPDNHU'
7KH VWRULHV RI SHRSOH ZRUNLQJ LQ WKH 1RBAKRARDNHUY KDYH VHYHUDO RSWLRQV DW \
LOOXVWUDWH WKH GLIYFXRDIWRFXH ZKHQ SRVDO WR LQFUHDVH WKH QXPEHU RI OLYLQJ .
D IXOO WLPH MRE GRHV QRW SD\ D OLYLQJ ZBWRYDGN HGXFDWLRQ DQG WUDLQLQJ WR SUF
DUH IRUFHG WR PDNH GLI¢FXOW FKRLFHV EHRENWCRVH MREV DQG PHHW WKH EDVLF QHHC
SD\LQJ IRU SUHVFULSWLRQV EDODQFHG QXWEgioNs Re3idNE.
PRQWKO\ ELOOV

7KH ¢ QGLQJV LQ WKLV UHSRUW DUH EDVHG RC
7KHVH WUDSHBRQ KDYH VHYHUH FRQVHTXHQFHWKH PRVW UHFHQW \HDU IRU ZKLFK GDWD F
)RU HIDPSOH DV KHDOWK FDUH FRVWYV FRQVRS}KHAR/UEVEHV DQG HPSOR\PHQW DUH DYD
KHDOWK LQVXUDQFH LV RIWHQ WKH ¢ UVW QHFHVVLW\ WR EH
FXW IURP WKH IDPLO\ BX@IHWVXOW PRUH

Total Job Seekers Total Job Openings

NORTHWEST 493,085 259,646

JOB GAP

inale Ad Single Adult Single Adult 2 Adults, 1 Working
Single Adult \yith 1 Child ~ with 2 Children  with 2 Children

IR

# %! L $




Introduction

Since the last recession ended at the beginning 7R FDOFXODWH D OLYLQJ ZDJH IRU HDFK VWDV
Rl WKH FHQWKH\8 6 HFRQRP\ KDV VHHQ VRPHDS 6WXG\ HYWLPDWHYV WKH FRVWYV RI EDVLF C
UHFRYHYRU WKH SDVW VL[ \HDUV WKH HFRQR®&IKas/housing, food, utilities, transportation,
VHHQ H[SDQVLRQ HDRRHEIMHWKLYV UHFRY health care, and childcare, for certain household
HU\ LV KDV QRW EHHQ IHOW E\ HYHU\RQH sizes. Data for this calculation come from state
and/or federal public data sources, such as the
5HFHQW HFRQRPLF JURZWK KIBNOEFRIQ ODU 8 6 'HSDUWPHQW RI AWERXIUHDX RI /DERU
FHQWUDWHG LQ WKH KLIJKHU LQFRPWBUDFNSWDWLVWLFV %/6  WKH 'HSDUWPHQW RI +RXV
FXWV WKDW ZHUH VXSSRVHG WR KHOS HYHISRBEBIKDNERSPHERY  WK816 'HSDUWPHQW
EHQH¢{WHG PRVWO\ WKHNH B iah€\has RI7TUDQVSRUWDWLRQ WKH 8 6 'HEDUWPHQW F
EHHQ PRGHVW MRE JURZWK LQ WKH ODVW WHUXOWOMNVSAS WKH 8 6 &HQVXV %XUHDX W
RI D GHFDGH WKLV JURZWK KDV EHHQ IHOW &BRXPEM ([QHQGLWXUHEXE RMKHDIH
WKH KLJKHU ZDJH MREV OHDQZKLOH PLGGOMIB@EEFXSDWLRQDO GDWD DUH GHULYHG IUR
ORZ LQFRPH IDPLOLHV KDYH VHHQ WKHLU URDNMIXBIHMHSRUWY WR WKH %XUHDX RI /DERU 6
VWDJQDWH DQG QHZ UHVHDUFK ¢QGV WKDVWD'Q8DIWWHR WKHZEFASDWLRQDO (PSOR\PHQW
PLGGOH QRU ORZ LQFRPH ZRUNHUV DUH VHRVW@MAMWLFV 2(6 SURJUDP
PRUH DELOLWRWR WKHLU EDVLF QHHGV QHYHU
mind shopping moreé. 2FFXSDWLRQ DQG ZDJH GDWD DUH DYDLODEO
GDWD UHSRUWHG E\ HDFK VWDWH IROORZLQJ
As costs for basic needs such as health care con GHYHORSHG E\ WKH VWDWHYV LQ FRRSHUDWLF
tinue to rise faster than wages, families across the %XUHDX RI/DERU 6WDWLVWLFV DQG WKH (PSC
FRXQWU\ DUH VHHLQJ WKHLU SD\FKHFNV OHWdIEDH@ARImInistration. The March 2006
FRYHU WKH ELOOV 0DQ\ ZRUNHUV DOVR ¢ Q@XKINQWIBRSHODWLRQ 6XUYH\ &36 ZDV XVHC
DUH IHZ MREV LQ WKH PDUNHW WKDW ZLOO BOORXOIMH WikH MRE VHHNLQJ SRSXODWLRQ
DIRUG EDVLFV OLNH QXWULWLRXV IRRG KHDOWH\ERUHaRQG
D PRGHVW VDYLQJV ZLWKRXW JRLQJ LQWR GHEW
7TUHQGLQJ GDWD LV GHULYHG IURP SUHYLRXV
WKH -RE *DS VHULHV DYDLOOEOHORNZZZ

Methodology

)RU D FRPSOHWH GLVFXVVLRQ RI WKH PHWKRC

L . WKLV VWHKEHE WKHFKQLFDO 1RWHV
Living in the Red: Northwest Family Budgets Q

Falling Behind, 2007 Northwest Job Gegone

in a series of studies that calculate the cost of ba

sic household budgets in the Northwest to deter

PLQH WKH OLYLQJ ZDJH IRU FHUWDLQ KRXVHKROG W\SHV
DQG PHDVXUH WKH DYDLODELOLW\ Rl WKHVH OLYLQJ ZDJH
MREVKLV OLYLQJ ZDJH LV XVHG WR ¢ QG WKH *MRE

JDS” WKH SHUFHQW RI MRE RSHQLQJV WKDW SD\ OHVV
WKDQ D OLYLQJ ZDJH DQG WKH UDWLR RI WKH QXPEHU RI
OLYLQJ ZDJH MRE RSHQLQJV WR WKH QXPEHU RI SHRSOH
ORRNLQJ IRU ZRUN



What Is a Living \age? LQIWRQ 1RW HYHQ WKH UHFHQW LQFUHDVH L
PLQLPXP ZDJH WR DQ KRXU WR EH UHDFKH!

$ OLYLQJ ZDJH LV D zDJH WKDW DOORZV IDPLQIHINHMRBMBBO\ E\ RU D \RBYHV

their basic needs, without public assistance, and thafyK HVH IDPLOLHV PXFK FORVHU WR HDUQLQJ C

SURYLGHV WKHP VRPH DELOLW\ WRIBBIEIXM¥YL WK HPHU

DQG SODQ DKHDG ,\W LV QRW D SRYHUW\ ZD@BQ\ SHRSOH ZKR DUH FXUUHQWO\ ZRUNLQJ V!
PDNH HQGV PHHW LQ MREV WKDW SD\ LQVXI¢F

/LYLQJ ZDJHV DUH FDOFXODWHG RQ WKH EDWKY RMRRIEYFRPSDUHV OLYLQJ ZDJH GDWD WR

EXGJHWV IRU VHYHUDO KRXVHKROG WASHV 3B WayeXata from each state, and calculates the

gets include basic necessities, such as: food-hous QXPEHU DQG SURSRUWLRQ RI MRE RSHQLQJV

ing, utilities, transportation, health care, child care, QOLYLQJ ZDJH IRU HDFK KRXVHKROG W\SH
FORWKLQJ DQG RWKHU SHUVRQDO LWHPV VDYLQJV DQG VWDWH

DQG IHGHUDO WD[HV /LYLQJ ZDJHV IRU D VLQJOH DGXOW

UDQJHIURP DQKRRU  D\HDU LQ e

OROWDOD WRDQ KRXIRU ~ D\HDU Lo 2u Findings

HIRQKLV DVVXPHV IXOO WLPH ZRUNRR@G \HDU

EDVLV )RU D VLQJOH DGXOW ZLWK WZR FKLW@VMWH OLYLQJ ZDJH HVWLPDWHV [
ZDJHV UDQJHIURP DQKRXMU D\HDU the table beloware:

LQ ORQWDQDWR  DQRBXU D\HDU LQ
Washington. 1 )RU D VLQJOH DGXOW WKH OLYLQJ ZDJH UDC

DQKRXURU  D\HDU LQ ORQWDQD WR

)RU DOO IDPLO\ FRQ,JXUDWLRQV LQ DOO IRXU 1RPMAEZNRY D \HDU LQ 2UHIRGEBLY
VWDWHV WKH PLOLPXP ZDJH DQG WKH IHGHBNYSHMAgRP WLPH ZRUNRXQGEHERVLV
WKUHVKROG DUH D IUDFWLRQ RI WKH OLYLQJ ZDJH )RU

H[DPSOH LQ WKH 1RUWKZHVW PLQLPXP zDJEVR'$P VLQIOH DGXOW ZLWK RQH FKLOG WKH
YDULHG IURP DQKRMU D\HDU WKH  UDQJHVIURP  DQKRW  D\HDU LQ
IHGHUDOO\ PDQGDWHG PLOLPXP zZDJH DVVXPREYYREBWR  DQHKRXU  DHDU LQ

WLPH ZRUN WKURXJKRXW WKH \HDU LQ ,GDKK&98E 0RQ

WDQDWR DQHKRXU D\HDU LQ DVK

NORTHWEST

LIVING WAGES
Household 1: Single adult $10.93 $10.32 $11.67 $11.51
Household 2: Single adult $18.77 $16.77 $19.65 $18.39
with one child
Household 3: Single adult $23.44 $20.97 $24.48 $25.18

with two children

Household 4: Two adults (one working),  $21.56 $21.36 $23.11 $23.04

with two children

Household 5: Two adults (both working) ~ $30.05* $27.84* $31.34* $31.68*

with two children

* The combined wages of both working adults need to total this amount.



1 )RU D VLQJOH DGXOW ZLWK WZR FKLOGUHQ WKH OLYLQJ . —

ZDJH UDQJHV IURP DQ KRNU D 2006 Iving Wage vs. Minimum Wage
\HDU.Q ORQWDQDWR  DQRBXU D $40.00
\HDU.Q DVKLQJWRQ

$30.00
1 )RU WZR DGXOWV RQH RI ZKRP LV ZRUNLQJ| ZLW
WZR FKLOGUHQ WKH OLYLQJ ZDJH UDQJHYV IYRPoo
DQ KRXRU D \HDU LQ ORQWDQD WR
DQ KR>XRWU D \HDU LQ 2UHJRQ $10.00
T )RU WZR DGXOWV ERWK Rl ZKRP DUH ZRUN| @Jyo |

WZR FKLOGUHQ WKH OLYLQJ ZDJH UDQJHV IJRP daho  Montana  Oregon  Washington
DQKRXU  D\HDU LQ ORQWDQD WR
DQKRXU  D\HDU LQ DVKLQIWRQV
PHDQV WKDW WKH FRPELQHG ZDJHV RI ERWK ZRUNLQJ

adults need to total this amount. :KHUH DQ HPSOR\HH LV VXEMHFW WR ERWK WKF
IHGHUDO PLQLPXP ZDJH ODzZV WKH HPSOR\HH L\
. to the higher of the two minimum wagekn Idaho
The Living \&ge and and Montana, the state minimum wage is the same as
Other Income Benchmarks the federal minimum wage, so the purchasing power

RI PLQLPXP ZDJH ZRUNHUV KDV FRQWLQXHG WR
JHGHUDO SRYHUW\ WHUHVRREBGRULILQDO YHY oG WKH FRVW RI OLYLQJ HYHQ ZLWK WKH UHI
VLRQ RI WKH IHGHUDO SRYHUW\ PHDVXUH ZKLB&I%L\QJWRQ EHFDPH WKH ¢ UVW VWDWH WR L(
FDOFXODWHG E\ PXOWLSO\LQJ WKH FRVW RIFE}_@LQRB)%JH WR LQADWLRQ ZKHQ D VWDWHZL
IRRG EXGJHW E\ WWlBikithis formula was SDVVHG LQ ? 6LPLODWDYXFFHVVIXO EDOORW LQ
GHULYHG LQ LW ZDV JHQHUDOO\ WUXH WW_W}LH_WJRQ UDLVHGE RIKD\RXRIDAHL.Q
FXSLHG RQH WKLUG RI D W\SLFDO IDPLO\ EXGJHMQ@LL@-_G'H[HG LWV PLQLPXP ZDJH WR LQADWI
WKHQ KRZHYHNLQJ H[SHQVHV VXFK DV KRXVLQJ
XWLOLWLHV KHDOWK FDUH DQG FKLOG FDUHSBHEAEHHRMHimum wages are higher in
PXFK IDVWHU WKDQ IRRG %HFDXVH VSHQGL Q& §HhiR5H=and Oregon than in Idaho and Montana,
KDV IDOOHQ GUDPDWLFDOO\ DV D SURSRUWHRIHHIRER FBYNN all of these states is lower than

DQG WKH IRUPXOD IRU WKH SRYHUW\ WKUHMERA@KAMIIRWIH IRU DQ\ IDPLO\ VWUXFWXUH
EHHQ DGMXVWHG WR DFFRPPRGDWH WKLV FKDQJH WKH

IHGHUDO SRYHUW\ PHDVXUH VXEVWBQWLDJOV XQGHUHVWL
PDWHV D IDRLEMVLF QHHEBQ\ IDPLOLHV ZLWK Living Wage Compared to Other Income
LQFRPHV DERYH WKH IHGHUDO SRYHUW\ WKUH\KROG vw1&§gchmarks, Household

ODFN VXI¢ FLHQW UHVRXUFHV WR PHHW WKHLU ED
$50,000 — u

7KH IHGHUDO PLQLPXP ZDJH LV D ZDJH ARRU| k40,000 n
DQ KRXU DQG UHSUHVHQWV DQ DWWHPSIA WR ¢
D EDVLF VWDQGDUG RI OLYLQJ)RGHIBDOHUY £ ***

PLQLPXP ZDJH UDWHV DUH QRW LQGH[HG WRELsAD

. Minimum Wage . Living Wage for five household configurations

DQG LQFUHDVHV DUH SDVVHG RQO\ BW WKH ZL.Q()

JUHVV DV DPHQGPHQWV WR WKH )DLU /DERY 6WD

Act. The federal minimum wage was increased $0

WR  DQKRXUIURP  DQ KRXU RQ -XO\ ldaho  Montana  Oregon  Washington

DQG LW ZLOO UHDFK DQ KRXU LQ Minimum Wage . Federal Poverty Line D Living Wage
3ULRU WR WKLV LQFUHDVH WKH PLQLPXP ZDJH KDG QRW
EHHQ FKDQJHG VLQFH




The Rising Cost of Living 6WDWH E\ VWDWH ¢ JXUHV DUH

7KH OLYLQJ ZDJH LV WKH ZDJHWW0BW ZLOO DI+ Oregon has seen actual wage growth of a bit

IDPLO\ D EDVLF VWDQGDUG RHOHWRIQH LW RYHU SHUFHQW +HDOWK FDUH FBYM/V KR:

LV LQIHFW DOVR D PHDVXUH RI WKH FRVW RI OLWIRXLQJ DOPRVW ¢YH WLPHV DV IDVW

$ FRPSDULVRQ RI SDVW OLYLQJ ZDJH FDOFXODWLRQV

DQG ZDJH JURZWK UHYHDOV WKDW WKH FRVW RIWasShii@aadrg health care costs for families

increasing faster than actual wages. KDYH LQFUHDVHG E\ RYHU SHUFHQW ZKLOI
ZDJHV RQO\ JUHZ E\ DERXW SHUFHQW

7KH FRVW RI OLYLQJ KDV JURZQ DW DOPRVW WZLFH DV

fastasactualwagesacrosshe Northwest. Wages F ORQWDQBRRUNHUV KDYH VHHQ WKH FRVW R
DUH VLPSO\ QRW NHHSLQJ XS ZLWK WKH LQFUHDYQR®J LQFUHDVH E\ SHUFMHGMWDOPRVW
costs of basic necessities. twice as fast as the increase in actual wages of
9 percent.
Percentage Increase in the Basic Living Cos 1 ,GDKR¥DJHV KDYH JURZQ WKH IDVWHVW LQ
and Actual Wage Data 1RUWKZHVW [BNMUFHQW +RZHVHIH FRVW
70% RI OLYLQJ DQG KHDOWK FDUH FRVWYV KDYH L
60% — to two and three times that amount.

50%

&RVWYV IRU KHDOWK FDUH KDYH EHHQ WKH S
— — GULYHU RI WKLV LQFUHDVH LQ WKH FRVW RI

40% —

30% )RU H[DPSOH D VLQJOH :DGXKMPIWRQ
- ZLOO KDYH VHHQ KHU KHDOWK FDUH FRVWV
- E\DOPRVW SHUFHQW VLGRHV LV DQ
. LQFUHDVH Rl  SHU \IDERQWUDVW VWDWH

median wages ilVashington increased less
WKDQ SHUFHQW GXULQJ WKLV VDPH WLPH
.Actual Wage Increase. Living Wage IncreaseD Health Care Increasq 6R D ZRUNHU ZKR UHFH LYHV DYHUDJH UDLVl‘

Oregon Idaho Montana  Washington

D ZDJH WKDW PHW D EDVLF VWDQGDUG RI OlL
ZRXOG FRPH XS VKRUW WKLV \HDU

11 12




| am the owner of Fenton/Stahl Gallery
a small business that does custom framing

Molly Fenton
Seattle WA

0O\ KXVEDQGS EHQHAWYV JLYH ERWK RI XV

IXOO PHGLFDO LQVXUDQFH 7KH KLJK FRVW RI
KHDOWK LQVXUDQFH PDNHV LW LPSRVVLEOH IF
me to offer health insurance to my full-

WLPH HPSOR\HH WKRXJK , EHOLHYH HYHU\RQF
has a right to health insurance, but after

VWXG\LQJ PDQ\ BRQWRRDPYV RXW

there, | realized theg was no way | could

DQG AQH DUW VDOHV , HPSOR\ RQH SHUVRQ BIRG LW 0\ LQFRPH ZRXOG HVVHQWLDOO\
D IXOO WLPH EDVLV DQG , KDYH SDUW WLPH KHOBSSHDKIXVEDQG DQG , ZRXOG ORVH

from two studentsdm nearby Whitman
&ROOHJHWK D SD\ RI DQ KRXU
NQRZ P\ IXOO WLPH HPSOR\WH"GRHVQ-

the oof over our heads or default on the
FDU WKDW , QHHG IRU P\ ZRUN

HOQRXJIK %XXMAMWLOO D ELIJIHU SD\FKHFN WKDZXU JRYHUQPHQW QHREMAMR OV XU

PLQH EULQYRPHRQO\  HDFRRQWK

The est of my household income comes

IRP P\ KXVEDQ@ EHQHAWYV +H LV IXOO0\
disabled fom injuries he éceived in the
ILHWQDBW2XU WZR LQFRPHV FRPELQHG
are just enough to get us bpifn month to

DQFH IRU HYHU\ RQH RIKRUWKEOH WKDW

health cae is no longer in thesalm of

SRVVLELOLW\ IRU WKH SHUVRQ ZKR ZRUNV HYF
GD\ MXVW WR KDYH D ZDJH , AQG LW ULGLFX
ORXV WKDW.@AHULFD [RMIRXYV

FRXQWWKDW SHRSOH ZKR KDYH WR ZRUN WKH
KDGHVW FDRYHQ QIRMDOWHK FJ

PRQWK %XW ZLWK RXU H[SHQVHV 2 PRQWKOWXVW QRW ULJKW

KRXVH SD\PHQWV Rl DQG PRQWKO\ FDU

SD\PHQWV RI  2ZH GRQKDYH DQ\PRQ
H\ IRU VDYLQJV ,| VRPHWKL@RZHQW ZU

, GRQV NQRZ KRZ ZH-G AQG WKH PRQH\ WR

WHFRYHU



DOLW\ Rl WKH ZRUN -RE RSHQLQJV DUH RI SDLU
LQWHUHVW EHFDXVH WKH\ SURYLGH HPSOR\P
$V WKH FRVW RI OLYLQJ FRQWLQXHV WR LQFWHOUMW MiKHRU SHRSOH ORRNLQJ IRU ZRUN
1RUWKZHVW HFRQRP\ LV QRW FUHDWLQJ HQRXJK OLYLQJ

ZDJH MREV IRU DOO WKRVH ZKR QHHG WKHP GYPRHGIYWWDWH ¢ JXUHV DUH DV IROORZV

to two indicatorsThese include the percentage

RI MRE RSHQLQJV WKDW SD\ OHVV WKDQ D OfYQQERERH SHUFHQW RI MRE RSHQLQJV SD\ C
DV ZHOO DV WKH QXPEHU RI MRE VHHNHUV FREEISUWEH  DQ KRXU OLYLQJ ZDJH IRU D VLC

WR WKH QXPEHU RI MRE RSHQLQJV WKDW SDPEXOW QG SHUFHQW SD\ OHVV WKDQ WKH
wage. DQ KRXU OLYLQJ ZDJH IRU D VLQJOH DGXOW ZI

children.

The Northwest Job Gap

Percent of job openings that pay less than
a living wage T ,QO0RQWDQD SHUFHQW RI MRE RSHQLQJV S
WKDQ WKH  DQ KRXU OLYLQJ ZDJH IRU D VL(
YRU D SHUVRQ VHDUFKLQJ IRU D OLYLQJ ZDJHROW DQG  SHUFHQW SD\ OHVV WKDQ WKH
WKLV VWXG\ ¢ QGV WKDW WKH PDUNHW LV OIFQWRXU QLytbhQJ ZDJH IRU D VLQJOH DGXOW ZI
1RUWKZHVW MRE RSHQLQJV SHUFHQW SD\@#HIrenwKDQ

D OLYLQJ ZDJH IRU D VLQJOH DGXOW DQG SHUFHQW

SD\ OHVV WKDQ D OLYLQJ ZDJH IRU D VLQJOHID@ZOWIRQVK SHUFHQW RI MRE RSHQLQJV SD\
two children, as shown in the graph beldwis WKDQ WKHDQ KRXU OLYLQJ ZDJH IRU D VLQJO}
LPSRUWDQW WR QRWH WKH GLVWLQFWLRQ BOX2WHIQMRESHUFHQW SD\ OHVV WKDQ WKH
DQG MRE RSHQLQJV 1RW DOO MREV FRPH RIMOKRYU ObYLQJ ZDJH IRU D VLQJOH DGXOW ZI
WKH FRXUVH Rl EXMWDUYRPH MREV PD\ RSHQ UHhildren.

SHDWHGO\ GXULQJ D \HDU GXH WR WXUQRYHU RU VHDVRQ
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Dale Hitsman
Seattle WA

HPSOR\HU HiISLDW WKH HRIXRWH ORRNHG
DBXQG IRU FKHDS PHGLFDO FRYHUDJH DQG Vi
D *LRXS +HDOWK FRSKDY\SODQ 7KLV FRVWV
PRQWK ZLWK D GHGXFWLEOH FRGRHIVQ-
PHGLFDWLRQV %DNVKEBSODQ LV IRU KHDOWK!
SHRSOH LI ZH HYHU KDYH D PDMRU HYHQW Ol

DP \HDUV ROG DQG OLYH LQ 6HDWWOH ZLWKFSDVK ZH-O0 HDVLO\KDYH WR SD\WKH 1X0O ¢
SDUWCBNLG ,-YH ZRUNHG D QXPEHU RI MREV RPRF RWKHU DGGHG FRVWV

the years, mosecently as a union ganizey but
QRZ ,-P RXW RI ZRUN DQG KDYLQJ D WHUULEOHRML$P ZH-YH PDGH KHDOWK LQVXUQ®FH D SL

AQGLQJ D GHFHOW MRE ,-YH VHOW RXW DSSARHWLEBYHHQ WRR PDQ\ SHRSOH ZREVK KHD(

VLOFH )HEUXDU\ DQGKRPB@ VLQIGH LOWHU OHPY WKDW EHFDPH YHU\ VHULRXV EHRDXVH
VLHZ KDYH LQVXUDQFH RU KHDOWK FDU

, ZDQW WR GR GHYHORSPHQWARUDIgRASY  Y0XW WKDWVBRHIQ: ZH RO\ DBRRXU FRY

RU ZRUN IRU VWDWH RU ORFDO JRYHUQPHQW [HRAEDYH EHHQ XVLQIGWWEIRU PDQ\RI

, ORRN RIIK WKH ZDQW DGV LQ WKH QHZVSDSHIXBAOESHQVHY 7KH GHEW LV EXLOGLRIAEKS TXI

RQ WKH ZHEVLWHV %XW PDQ\ Rl WKH DYDLODEOH#REYH FDB DQG  RQ DQRWHHHQ
EDHO\SD\ D \HDU DQG BUHME WR . ZDV HPSOR\HG , SDLG P\ EDODQFH LQ IXOO HI

ZDIEY SHRSOH MXVW RXW Rl VEKRRO PRQWK 1RZHWWOH ZLWK SD\LQJ  HDFK PRQ
VR WKDW DW\DPRNWKDQ \WKKHIE PLQLPXP

'DYLG LV DQ LQGHSHQGHQW FRQWUDRWRU VR &H GRHRW VRRQ AQG D MRE WKDW SD\V D €
KDYH BIIXODUO\ SD\LQJ M¥E EHHQ DEOHWR ~ Wage, that cedit cad debt will be haunting us for a

PDQDJH H[SHQVHV WKHVH SDVW PRQWKYV RQ KPRESMR#t WR FRPH
DORQH EXW KHDOWK LAVHQDGEBIIEL |
AFXORKXU &2%5$FRYHUDJIRRUP\ SBIYLRXV




1,Q DVKLQIJWRQ SHUFHQW RIMRE RSHQ $V VKRZQ LQ WKH WDEOH IRU HDFK MRE RSF
LQJV SD\ OHVV WKDQ MEKHKRXU OLYLQJ LQJ WKDW SD\V DW OHDVW WKH OLYLQJ ZDJt
ZDJH IRU D VLQJOH DGXOW DQG SHUFHQW 8PbRJOH DGXOW WKHUH DUH WZR WR IRXU M

OHVV WKDQ WKH  DQ KRXU OLYLQJ ZzDJH HUV GHSHQGLQJ RQ WKH VWDWH )RU HDFK
for a single adult with two children. RSHQLQJ WKDW SD\V DW OHDVW WKH OLYLQ

for a single adult with two children, there
7KH SHUFHQWDJH Rl MRE RSHQLQJV WKDW SpVB HLIKW WR  MRE VHHNHUV GHSHQGLQJ
OLYLQJ ZDJH YDU\ IURP VWDWH WR VWDWH IR Siate.
QXPEHU Rl UHDVRQV LQFOXGLQJWKH PL[RILQ

dustries and related occupations in a state, -RE JDS UDWLRV DUH FDOFXODWHG E\ GLYLC
DQG WKH SUHYDLOLQJ ZDJH OHYHOV ZKLFKWBMRXPEHU RI SHRSOH ZKR ZHUH ORRNLQJ
YDU\ IURP VWDWH WR VWDWH IRU ZRUN DW VRPH SRLQW GXULQJ E\

WKH QXPEHU RI MRE RSHQLQIMWKDW \HDU

UDWLRV LQGLFDWH WKDW IRU H[DPSOH WK
The Ratio of Job Seekéfs WZR WR IRXU WLPHV DV PDQ\ MRE VHHNHUV |
to Living Wage Job Openings WKHUH DUH MRE RSHQLQJV WKDW SD\ DW Ok

OLYLQJ ZDJH IRU D VLQJOH DGXOW QRW QHF
$QRWKHU LQGLFDWRU RI WKH MRE JDS LV WKRULO\ WKDW WKHUH DUH WZR WR IRXU SHR
QXPEHU RI MRE VHHNHUV FRPSDUHG WR WKARPSHWLQJ IRU HDFK MRE RVTWHKDW W\SH
QXPEHU RI MRE RSHQLQJV WKDW SD\ D OLYLGPWLRV GR QRW WDNH LQWR DFFRXQW FKD
ZDJH 2YHUDOO WKHUH DUH PRUH SHRSOH GRRN RI MRE VHHNHUV VXFK DV WKHLU KRXV
LQJ IRU ZRUN WKDQ WKHUH DUH MRE RSHQL®UH VNLOOV RU HGXFDWLRQ DQG WUDLQLC
WKDW SD\ D OLYLQJ ZDJH

J O B GAP R atl OS IDAHO MONTANA OREGON WASHINGTON

Job Seekers per Job Opening

Table 5



The Northwest is not creating enough living $ MRE JDS UDWLR RI IRXU WR RQH IRU H[DPS

wage jobs for all those who need them. GRHV QRW QHFHVVDULO\ LPSO\ WKHUH DUH
SHRSOH FRPSHWLQJ IRU HDFK MRE RSHQLQJ
WKDW ZDJH OHYHO ,W VLPSO\ LQGLFDWHV V

6WDWH E\ VWDWH ¢ JXUHV DUH WKH FRXUVH RI D \HDU WKHUH ZHUH IRXU WL
PDQ\ MRE VHHNHUV DV WKHUH ZHUH OLYLQJ

1 ,Q ,GDKR IRU HDFK MRE RSHQLQJ WKDW SD\MREY DW RU DERYH WKDW zZDJH OHYHO

OHDVW WKH DQ KRXU OLYLQJ ZDJH IRU D

VLQJOH DGXOW WKHUH DUH WZR MRE VHHNHAXORQMBOH GDWD GR QRW SURYLGH GHWDL

HUDJH )RU HDFK MRE RSHQLQJ WKDW SD\V DKIMDVRUWY RI MREV ZRUNHUV IURP KRXVHI

WKH DQ KRXU OLYLQJ ZDJH IRU D VLQJOH RI GIHUHQW VL]HV DFWXDOO\ SXUVXH VR QF

DGXOW ZLWK WZR FKLOGUHQ WKHUH DUH  Mdci¥ltimclusions can be reached about

HUV RQ DYHUDJH WKH DSSOLFDQW SRRO IRUMREYWADWGLI
OHYHOV

T ,Q ORQWDQD IRU HDFK MRE RSHQLQJ WKDW SD\V

DW OHDVW WKH DQ KRXU OLYLQJ ZDJH IRYRH DSSOLFDQW SRRO DOVR GHSHQGV RQ W

VLQJOH DGXOW WKHUH DUH IRXU MRE VHHNHYYERPEIXFDWLRQ DQG WUDLQLQJ RI MRE VHI

HUDJH )RU HDFK MRE RSHQLQJ WKDW SD\V D\W\OHIY®/DV RWKHU 1BRVWRWWL YV XJIHVW

WKH DQ KRXU OLYLQJ ZDJH IRU D VLQJOH JUHDWHU FRPSHWLWLRQ DPRQJ MRE VHHNF

DGXOW ZLWK WZR FKLOGUHRIREKMHHBNIDUH DYDLODEOH MRE RSHQLQJV

HUV RQ DYHUDJH

T ,Q 2UHJRQ IRU HDFK MRE RSHQLQJ WKDW SD\V

DW OHDVW WB® KRXU OLYLQJ ZDJH IRU D What happens to families that do not

VLQJOH DGXOW WKHUH DUH IRXU MRE VHHNHhWAKEQINNg wage?

HUDJH )RU HDFK MRE RSHQLQJ WKDW SD\V DW OHDVW

WKH DQ KRXU OLYLQJ ZDJH IRU D VLQJOH :KHQ IDPLOLHV DUH XQDEOH WR ¢,QG ZRUN W

DGXOW ZLWK WZR FKLOGUHQ WKHUH DUH NSREWBIEWN.QJ ZDJHV PDQ\ DUH IRUFHG WR PD

HUV RQ DYHUDJH GLI¢, FXOW FKRLFHV EHWZHHQ DGHTXDWH KF
FDUH EDODQFHG QXWULWLRQ SD\LQJ ELOO

1 ,Q DVKLQIWRQ IRU HDFK MRE RSHQLQJ WKRRBYLQJ IRU HREBLHV

SD\V DW OHDVW \WRHKRXU OLYLQJ ZDJH

IRU D VLQJOH DGXOW WKHUH DUH WZR MRE Vithddelitdenal stories in this report illustrate

RQ DYHUDJH )RU HDFK MRE RSHQLQJ WKDW SFRPH Rl WKH FRPSOH[ LVVXHV DQG FKRLFHV

DW OHDVW WKH DQ KRXU OLYLQJ ZDJH IRFFRQIURQWHG E\ KRXVHKROGY EHORZ WKH O

single adult with two children, there are eight wage.

MRE VHHNHUV RQ DYHUDJH



STATE FINDINGS

W ASHINGTON
H\ ¢ QGLQJIV IRDVKLQIWRQ

H\ ¢ QGLQJIV IRDVKLQIWRQ DUH

+7KH OLYLQJ ZDJH IRU D VLQJOH DGXOW LV

an hourThis is based on what is needed to | 5006 Wwashington Living Wage vs. 2006 Minimum W4
PHHW EDVLF QHHGV DQG SURYLGHV VRIPH DELOLW\Y'WR

GHDO ZLWKMHPHUHV DQG SODQKHKBDG 00
ing wage for a single adult with two children
LV DQ KRXU

$31.68

ly Wage (in dollars)

» Washingtors health care costs for families

$30.00
82518 $23.04

> $20.00 $18.39
KDYH LQFUHDVHG E\ XSZDUGV Rl SHUFHOW —_—r
ZKLOH UHDO ZDJHV RQO\ JUHZ E\ OHVV WKDQ),, ,, .
percent. Washington

wage $7.63

2 3 4 5

+7KLUW\ SHUFHQW RI DOO MRE RSHQLQJV SDs\O%SHVV 1

WKDQ WKHDQ KRXU OLYLQJ ZDJH IRU D YLQ Household type
JOH DGXOW 6HYHQW\ QLQH SHUFHQW SD\ OHVV WKDQ

WKH DQ KRXU OLYLQJ ZDJH IRU D VLOJIOH

adult with two children.

¥ )RU HDFK MRE RSHQLQJ WKDW SD\V DW OHDVW WKH
DQ KRXU OLYLQJ ZDJH IRU D VLQJOH DGXOW

Washington Living Wage Compared to Other Income Benchmarks, Hou8eh

$60,000

$52,369

$50,000

$40,000

$30,000

Annual Income

$15,870 $16,242

$20,000

$10,000

$0

Washington Federal Living Wage
Minimum Wage Poverty Level




WKHUH DUH WZR MRE VHHNHUV RQ DYHUDJH RBUHIZIR DGXOWV ERWK RI ZKRP DUH ZRUN
MRE RSHQLQJ WKDW SD\V DW OHDVWKH DQ KEYWK WZR FKLOGUHQ D\HDU RU
OLYLQJ ZDJH IRU D VLQJOH DGXOW ZLWK WZR#FKNI@EG(viEh means that the combined

WKHUH DUH HLIJKW MRE VHHNHUV RQ DYHUDJEDJHV RI ERWK ZRUNLQJ DGXOWV QHHG WR
WKLV DPRXQW

Washingtons Living Vdge
7KHVH DUH VWDWHZLGH DYHUDJHV ,Q VRPF
/LYLQJ ZDJHV IRDVKLQJWRQ DUH WLHV FRVWV DUH KLIKHU SDUWLFXODUO\ |
DQG FKLOG FDUH DQG DV D UHVXOW OLYL(
1 )RU D VLQJOH DGXOW KRXVHKROG D \H D’gq@iﬂherln other counties, including most
DQ KRXU of the states rural counties, costs and there
IRUH OLYLQJ ZDJHV DUROWRIMRSOH WKH
+)RU D VLQJOH DGXOW ZLWK RQH FKLOG ~ BLYLQJ ZDJH IRU D IDPLO\ ZLWK D VLQJOH D(
\HDURU  DQ KRXU ZLWK WZR FKLOGUHQ LQ .LQJ &RXQW\ LV
D\HDURU  DQ KRXU ZKISMRUQQ
1 )RU D VLQJOH DGXOW ZLWK WZR FKLOGUHQ &RX@NM WKH OLYLQJ ZDJH IRU WKDW VDPH |
\HDURU  DQ KRXU LO\LV ~ D\HDURU  DQ KRXWLV
VWXG\ LQFOXGHV GHWDLOHG OLYLQJ ZDJH |

1 )RU WZR DGXOWV RQH RI ZKRP LV ZRUNLQJ HYWROOVKLQIWRQ FRXQWLHV VHH DSSHQC
WZR FKLOGUHQ D\HDURU  DQ KRXU

WaSh n gto n Fam I Iy Single Adult Single Adult 2 Adults, 2 Adults,

B u d g ets with with with a toddler 1 Working both Working
N Siglc Adult a school-age  (12-24 months) with a toddler  with a toddler
child and a school-age  and a school- and a school-

(age 6-8 yrs.)  child (6-8 yrs.) age child age child

1&$ % % $
# $"1#% % !
% #

1&$ ! 1%
"HP % $

"%
#
% % # (S

H$S 1% ) |
H$$ & |

Living Wage
(at 2080 hours per year) $11.51 $18.3 $25.18 $23.04 $3[1.68*

*Total amount earned by two working adults



The Vdshington Job Gap

21 DOO MRE RSHQLQJV ~ SHUFHQW SD\ OHVV ®RIRKSFELWLRQ WKHUH DUH PRUH SHRSOH ORR
WKH DQ KRXU OLYLQJ ZDJH IRU D VLQJOH RUZRUN WKDQ WKHUH DUH MRE RSHQLQJV W
DGXOW DV VKRZQ LQ WKH PXBIUW EHORZ D OLYLQJ ZBWHKRZQ LQ WKH WDEOH RQ WKH

WKUHH TXDUWHUV ~ SHUFHQW SD\ OHVV WHeRRKHQJ SDIJH MRE JDS UDWLRV ZKLFK FRP

DQ KRXU OLYLQJ ZDJH IRU D VLQJOH DGx&RUH MRE VHHNHUV WR MRE RSHQLQJV DUH

with two children.
1 )RU HDFK MRE RSHQLQJ WKDW SD\V DW OHD\

It is important to note the distinction-be DQ KRXU OLYZRQIH IRU D VLQJOH DGXOW
WZHHQ MREV DQG MRE RSHQLQJV 1RwW Doo WKEYH DUH WZR MRE VHHNHUV RQ DYHUDJH
FRPH RSHQ GXULQJ IREIRSHQLQJV DUH

RI SDUWLFXODU LQWHUHVW EHFDXVH WKH\ $URY (B K MRE RSHQLQJ WKDW SDV DW OHD\

HPSOR\PHQW RSSRUWXQLWLHV WR SHRSOH ORRNIKERKU OLYLQJ ZDJH IRU D VLQJOH DGXO\
IRU ZRUN ZLWK WZR FKLOGUHQ WKHUH DUH HLIJKW MRE

RQ DYHUDJH

Total Job Seekers Total Job Openings
WAS H l N GTO 226,909 138,880
. Single Adult Single Adult 2 Adults, 1 Working
Single Adult it 1 Child  with 2 Children  with 2 Children

"1 " H#I1 %
" %% $ !

" H1I%
$1&" " H#11%
(1 %% ! I




Washingtons Rising Cost of Living

Washingtors living wage is the wage that
will afford a family a basic standard of
living. Itis, therefore, a measure of the
cost of living forwashington.

A comparison of the increase in the cost
of living and the increase in actual wages
VLQFH UHYHDOV WZR LPSRUWDQ
ings: the cost of living is increasing faster
than actual wages Washington, and
health care costs are driving the increzse
in the cost of living.

From 2002 — 2006, median wages in
Washington have risen 9.80 percent. By

Percent Increase 2002 5006

contrast, the cost of living for individuals
has risen almost twice as fast. Health ca
costs for families and individuals have

e

risen more than four to eight times as fast.

What this means for working people is

70%
65%
60%
%,

ALY
45%
40% 47.73%
35%
30%
25%
20%
15%
10% 14.32%
5%
0%

Growth in Cost of Living vs Growth in
Actual Wages and Health Care Costs

16.45%

Household 1; Single Adult, Household 5; Two Working
no Children Adults, Two Children

. Cost of Living . Healthcare Costs |:| Actual Wages

WKDW ZDJHV DUH LQFUHDVLQJO\ LQVXIAFLHQW WR

afford a basic standard of living.

Figure 7

Washington's Cost of
Living Out-Pacing Wages 200
and Health Care Costs

2

Washington's Median Wages $15.31

ive year

2003 2004 2005 2008 .2 o

$15.77 $16.07 $16.30 $16.8B0%

SIEiESiliels | Health Care Costs  $62.42

$69.16 $72.21  $80.93  $92.21.73%

Adult with

plerenlleli=ie s cost of Living $10.07

$10.43 $10.77 $11.16  $11.514.32%

HH i
ng Adults, Health Care Costs  $227.60

$245.60 $256.42 $305.05 $38&HI5%

Both Working
Two Children

Cost of Living $27.21

$27.56  $28.32 $29.95 $31.68.45%

Table 8




Trade-offs and dugh Tmes The Rise of the Living &ge

7KH OLYLQJ ZDJH LV D PHDVXUH RI WKH FRVW F

G RQ GDWD FROOHFWHG E\ WKH -RE

GleHRR
¢FLHQ 0 Q Q LVH IDVWHU WKD&hH QADEVIRGeS in

D UHDVRQDEOH VWDQGDUBRIDEYDQIV YHUV YWDWH LQ WKH 1RDWKZIPHDQV LV
DUH XQDEOH WR HDUQ OLYLQJ ZDJHV PDQ\D + SOH PDNLOJ D OLYLOJ ZDJH Ryt
WR PDNH GLI¢FXOW FKRLFHV EHWZHHQ DGHT S XS ZLWK FRVWY (YHO ZLWh
FDUH EDODQFHG QXWULWLRQ DQG SDILQJ W FRVW RI OLYLQJ SD\ UDLVHV ZRUNHU!
IXOO WLPH ZRUNHUV DUH PDN GHWZBE®E RI W HDIDODUL HORX JIRMRIDEDVLF
EDVLF QHHGY WKLV LQGLFDWHY WKDW RXU HER jk)\ﬁeu HIDPSOH LPDJLOH D PRWKHU RI W
IDLOLQJ PDQ\IDPLOLHV 6LOFH WKH OLYLQJ ZIWH D 1101 & GDKR IRXOG D MRE LO  WKDW
D FRXQW\ ZLGH DYHUDJH WKH EXGJHW IRU HD ’

QJZDJHRI  SHU KEX®
YLGXDO IDPLO\ ZLOO YDU\ DFFRUGLQJ WR LWV % OLYLQJ LOFUHDVHY LQ KHU VDO
circumstances.

RQ LQADWLRQ WRGD\ VKH ZRXOG EH PDNLQJ L

OHVV WKD QWVYHQWZDJH
7KH VDPH PHWKRGRORJ\ KDV EHHQ XVHG WR F&Q%WHZDV JHWWLQQ\\HJWSDLVHG\D/ FORVHU WR
WKH OLYLQJ ZDJH RYHU WKH SINWWMWHRHDUV

U RXOBHXQDEWHRIRUG
WLRQ Rl WKH UHSRUW H[SORUHV WKHVH WUHé\%%%m%%%% RIOLYLQJ

WKH GLI¢ FXOWMWWRGOHWRLRXVHKROGV FRQIUR
ZKHQ WKH\ GR QRW HDUQ D OLYLQJ ZDJH

Living Wage Trends
by State: 2002 to 200

Household 1:
Single Adult, no children

Living Wage Trends
by State: 2002 to 200

Household 3:
Single Parent, two children




7KH SULPDU\ FDXVHV IRU WKH LQFUHDVH LQ WRHSHRSOH ZKR KDYH DFFHVV VERWRGOR\HU
OLYLQJ ZDJH UHODWLYH WR LQADWLRQ DUH WHPBOWNK LQVXUDQFH WKHUH DUH WZR YDULDE!

ing costs of health care, housing, utilities, and FRQVWLWXWH KHDOWK FDUH FRVWV RXW RI SI
transportation. DQG HPSOR\HH FRQWULEXWLRQV WRWKHLU KH

DQFH SOCEWWKHDOWK LQVXUDQFH SUHPLXPV KD’
Health Care LQFUHDVHG HPSOR\HHV KDYH EHHQ DVNHG WR

of their own health care cost$hese rising costs

+HDOWK FDUH LV WKH PRVW YRODWLOH YDUPEEB?—QY%WM—P XFK RI'WKH LQFUHDVH LQ WKH O

IDPLO\ EXGJHW FDOFXODWLRQ DQG WKH suLPHilY WL

UHDVRQ IRU WKH ULVH LQ WKRKMWUQIEZDJIH

LQ RXW RI SRFNHW KHDOWK FDUH FRVWV RYRMRlayebesed Health Care Costs

VHYHUDO \HDUV KDV EHHQ SDLUHG ZLWK D GBrivhmpMAe qiving \Age Increases

EHQH/, WV ZKLFK OHDYHV PDQ\ IDPLOLHV DW ULVN R

¢ QDQFLDO UXLQ LQ FDVH RI RHEFADYHPHU ,Q WKH SDVW VL[\HDUV WKH 1RUWKZHVW KDV \
DYHUDJH DQQXDO LQFUHDVH LQ KHDOWK FDUH
VL[ WLPHV WKH UDWH RI LQADWLRQ )DPLOLHYV |

ldaho Househol@ Montana Household
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Oregon Household Washington Househol8
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: DVKLQJWRQ ZLWK RQH DGXOW LQ WKH KRXVISROME ¥YHWE FXPXODWLYH ZDJH JURZWK RI RC
WKHLU KHDOWK FDUH FRVWV ULVH SHUFHQWPEIC®RHIN the same time period.

,Q DOO VWDWHV KHDOWK FDUH FRVWYV KDYH LQFUHDVHG PRUH

WKDQ RWKHU FRPSRQHQWYV RI WKH OLYLQJ ZDJhcraseq)Costs Pushatkers in

WKHP WKH SULPDU\ GULYHUV RI OLYLQJ ZDJHV Medical and Financial Petril

7KH ¢IXUHV LQ WKH 1IRUWKZHVW SDUDOOHO QRWARRPLG\ DVVXPHY WKDW HYHU\RQH KDV DF
WUHQGV LQ KHDOWK LQVXUDQFH FRVWV )URPpSWR\IEDVHG KHDOWK FRYHUDJH /RRNLQJ C
KHDOWK LQVXUDQFH SUHPLXPV LQFUHDVHGNRYHQG LQ KHDOWK FDUH FRYVAQHREREIDOC

SHUFHQVKLV LV WKH VHYHQWK\HDU LQ D URZMEKBWHIRUHG HPSORBUHG LQVXUDQFH VWUX
KHDOWK LQVXUDQFH SUHPLXPV KDYH LQFUHD VA GEWHERVre.

WZLFH DV IDVW DV ERWK LQADWLRRUWMG ZRUNHUVY

ings. ,Q  WKH DYHUDJH DQQXDO SUHPLXP WKPRHDOWK FRVWV KDYH ULVHQ RYHU WKH SC
D KHDOWK LQVXIBHEIRXEBSOR\HU IRU D KHDOWKpSOR\HUV KDYH VKLIWHG WKHVH FRVWV WR

SODQ FRYHULQJ D IDPLO\RIIRXU DYHUDJHG  7KH DYHUDJH HPSOR\HH FRQWULEXWLRQ WR |
7KLV LV DQ LQFUHDVH Rl  SHUFHQW VLQFH  FRP

Increase in Components of the Living Wage 2002 - 2006 Housé&hold

80%
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Housing & Utilities
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Increase in Components of the Living Wage 2002 - 2006 HousBhold
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SURYLGHG KHDOWK LQVXUDQFH LQFUHDVHG Et®RUHH00GCRZ ZDJH ZRUNHUV DUH OHVV OLN
SHUFHQW IURP WR $YHUDJH RXW RI WR EH ZRUNLQJ LQ MRBEV WHDOM LQ¥XUDQFI
SRFNHW FRVWYV IRU GHGXFWLEOHV FR SD\PHQWWH\MZRUNHUV DQG WKHLU IDPLOLHV KDYH V
FR LQVXUDQFH WHHQW GXULQJ WKH VDPH VRIFXUFKDVLQJ KHDOWK FDUH RQ WKH LQGLYI
period. 5HVHDUFKHUV SURMHFW WKDW RYHU 3ELIDNRGODQV YDU\ IURP VWDWH WR VWDW
ZLOO EH VSHQW LQ RQ RXW RI SRFNHW H[SHQ®RWHFRYHU WKH FRVWV RI YLVLRQ GHQWDO
top of insurance premiums. or substance abuse treatment, which must be pur
chased for an additional fee.
$ UHFHQW VXUYH\ IRXQG WKDW VL[ RXW RI WHQ ZRUN
LQJ DJH SHRSOH ZRUU\ DERXW EHIRL®EOH WREQIOLNH SUHPLXPV LQ WKH JURXEDMASOR\HU
WKH FRVW RI WKHLU KHDOWK LQVXUDQFH RYHBMAHRARBUHPLXPV LQ WKH LQGLYLGXDO PDL
LQJ \HDUWHQW\ ¢, YH SHUFISMURFDQV VD\ DOO\ YDU\ EDVHG RQ DJH DQG KHRBMVWHK VWDW
WKHLU IDPLO\ KDG SUREOHPYV SD\LQJ IRU FDUHIRYM/KHLOH LQGLYLGXDO PDUNHW SUHPLXPV
SDVW \HDMHYHQ SHUFHQW LQFUHDVH-IURP WKHWBIFLORZHU WKDQ SUHPLXPV LQ WKH JURX
RXV \HDWRU ORZ LQFRPH IDPLOLHV PDNLQJ XQGHDERXW DQQXDOO\ IRU VLQJOH FRYHUDJF
SHU \HDU WKLV LQFUHDVHV WR2 SHUFHQW  DQQXDO IRU IDPLO\ FRYHWIWHKLY UHAHFWV
WKH UHODWLYHO\ \RXQJHU DJH Rl SXUFKDVHL
,QGHHG WKH LQFUHDVHG FRVWV RI KHDOWK FDHQHRYRMOIDERY HUDJH ,QGLYLGXDO PDUNHW |
DUH SOD\LQJ DQ LQFUHDVHG UROH LQ ¢ QDQFLIMXBVWRADHPRPSDUDEOH WR JURXS FRYHUDJH
Rl ERWK WKH LQVXUHG DQG XQLQVXUHG 1HDUWINWZRHIODWK\ LQGLYLGXDO ZRXOG EH PRUH
¢ YH DGXOWYV KDYH GLI¢ FXOW\ SD\LQJ PHGLFDQOERAWXWN, it is important to note that there is no
KDYH DFFUXHG PHGLFDO GHEWe&thEBRNEK HPSOR\HU FRQWULEXWLRQ WRZDUG WKH FRV
DQG GHEW KDYH EHFRPH WKH OHDGLQJ FDXVHAREDONH WKXV WKH LQGLYLGXDO LV UHVSR
UXSWFLHV DFFRXQWLQJ IRU D PDMRULW\ Rl DOXCGEHBVRRD® ZLWKRXW WKH EHQH¢ W RI SUH
EDQNUXSVWALHV KROGLQJ DV ZHOO DV DQ\ RXW RI SRFNHW FR!
YXUWKHFHSW XQGHU FHUWDLQ FLUFXPVWDQ
(YHQ IRU WKRVH QRW IRUFHG LQWRGLDEDMUJXSWH33$ FRQYHUVLRQ DQG &2%5% LQVXUHUV LQ
debt itself becomes a barrier to health care. In LQGLYLGXDO PDUNHW PD\ GHQ\ FRYHUDJH RU
sured people with medical debt are four times more  KLIJKHU SUHPLXPV WR LQGLYLGXDOV ZKR WKF
OLNHO\ WR VNLS WUHDWPHQW EHFDXVH RI FR\BM@QIKDOIWERERMBI KDYH KLIJK PHGLFDO FRVWV
ZKR DUH LQVXUHG ZLWKRXW WKHVH ¢ QDQFLDO SUREOHPV
,Q JHQHUDO WKH FDUH VHHNLQJ SDWWHUQV DRRYDWKRMRGLYLGXDO KHDOWK LQVXUDQFH
ZLWK SULYDWH LQVXUDQFH ZKR KDYH PHGLFD@XENEMDQWLDO SDWLHQW FRVW VKDULQJ UH"
resemble the patterns of people with no insurance ULRU EHQH¢{ WV DQG YDULDELOLW\ RI DYHUDJ
FRYHUDJH )RU PRVW SULYDWH LQVXUDIQVWA KRIDGMIK\
HQUROOHHV SD\ KLIKHUZBUHPLXPV

Households Without Employbased

Insurance Have Limited Affordable Options ~ 7KH QXPEHU RIXQLQVXUHG LQ WKH 86 LV UL\
As costs continue to rise, so does the number of

7KLV VWXG\ DVVXPHV WKDW SHRSOHRDIGH WU\LERNRY PYHG  1DWLRQDO VXUYH\V KDYH VKRZ(

HPSOR\EDVHG LOVXUDQFH +RERMFHYHURQH LV WKH SULPDU\ UHDVRQ IRU ZK\ SHRSOH DUH

LV RHUHG LQVXUDQFH WKURXJK WKIKEJ HPSORRS HFRQRPLVWV KDYH VKRZQ WKDW LQFUHI

UDWH RI HPS@RWHEG FRYHUDJH IRU ZRUNLQJ DIFRVWV FDXVH GURSV LQ KHDOWK LQVXUDQFF
DGXOWV IHOO IURP ~ SHUFHOW LO -WR  SH{XH QXPEHU RI SHRSOH LQ WKH 8 6 ZLWKRXW
LQVXUDQFH URVHIURP  PLOOLRQLQ  WR|



PLOOLRQ LQ The percent of full-time WKH DQQXDO PLOHV Rl YHKLFOH WUDYHO DV
ZRUNLQJ DGXOWYV ZKR ODFN KHDOWK LQVXUDQFKHUEDMMOMZR DO +RMVPKROD GXUTKN FRVWV

SHUFHQW LQ  XSIURP  SHUFHIW UHAHFW LQVXUDQFH JDV YHKLFOH SXUFKDVI
QXPEHU RI IXOO WLPH ZRUNLQJ DGXOWYV ZKR Dtiatigstests, as well as the cost of car insurance.

VXUHG FOLPEHG E\ PLOOLRQ WR PLOOLRQ7KH UHDO FRVWV RI WUDQVSRIBWB% IEFRQ/RHH
rise in gas prices. In September of 2005, following

/DFN RI LQVXUDQFH LV PXFK PRUH FRPPRQ DPRRYSLNH LQ JDVROLQH SULFHV WHKHHBYRQG W

WKRVH ZLWK ORZ L@FRIMMVHU RI SHRSOH ZLWi#epartment raised the standard reimbursement rate

incomes below $25,000 are uninsured, almost IRU PLOHV GULYHQ WR  FHQW\PSH FROMV
WULSOH WKH UDWH RI SHRSOH ZLWK LQFRPHV RV VWUHWFKHG IDPLO\ EXGJHWV DFURVV V
SHUFHQW west.

3HRSOH RI FRORU DUH DOVR PXFK PRUH OLNHQ—\{@LRSE@ Xad Utilities
LQVXUHG WKDQ QRQ +LVSDR)UE ABHRMHN,
FDQV DUH WZLFH DV OLNHO\  SHUFHQW DQGHMARS) DQG XWLOLWLHV FRVWYV LQ WKH 1RL
LFV DUH RYHU WKUHH WLPHV PRUH OLNHO\  SHRKH@MRU D JURZLQJ SRUWLRQ RI WKH OLYLC
WR EH XQLQVXUHG WKDQ QRQ +LVSDQLF ZKLWHi¥| v FRVW FDWHJRU\ UHAHFWV ERWK UHQWD
SHUFHQV&RPSDUHG WR QRQ +LVSDQLF ZKLWH\apartments and the utilities costs associated with
$IULFDEPHULFDV DQG /DWLQRV DUH OHVV OLNhi¢}s€R¥ b tments. Rising costs in both ardastaf
HPSOR\HU VSRQVRUHG LQUWXDNWAHKLIKHU WKH ULVH LQ WKH OLYLQJ ZDJH FDOFXODWLR
LQFRPH OHYHOV DERYH SHUFHQW RIIHGHUDO SRY
HUW\ OHYHO SHRSOH RI FRORU DUH PRUH OLNHAYMBHE ORZ LQFRPH KRXVHKROGV ZLWK L(
XQLQVXUHG WKDQ QRQ +LVSDQLF ZKLWHV HTXDO WR RU ORZHU WKDQ SHUFIQMDRI WKI
OHGLDQ ,QFRPH $0, FRQWLQXH WR KDYH YLU
0DQ\ SHRSOH LQ WKH 1RUWKZHRWEBGQRW DI QR DRUGDEOH KRXVLQJ RSWLRQV LQ WKH SUL
HTXDWH KHDOWK FDUH DQG DUH XQGHULQVXWHMRIHYALRRHUH ZHUH RQO\  FRXQWLHV LQ
VXUHG HQWIKLBBAKHDOWK\ XQLQVXUHG IDPLOIgH/ | Q ZKLFK WKH WZR EHGURRP )DLU ODUNHYV
PD\ JHW E\ ZLWKRXW FRYHUDJH IRU\HBUV ZKH@MHBIRUGDEOH IRU HWUHPHO\ ORZ LQFRPH U
RXV KHDOWK SUREOHPYV DULVH DQ\ VPBOO VD YAKRWH XERXQWLHV ZHUH KRPH WR MXVW F
O\ YDQLVK WR FRYHU KHDOWK FDUH FRVWV (Y@@\N@VQMF@)LRQ UHQWHUV
IDPLOLHV PD\ ¢ QG WKDW WKH LQVXUDQFH WKH\ KDYH
EHHQ SD\LQJ IRU GRANQHU DOCHERVIRUN 2QH WKLUG SHUFHQW RI H{WUHPHO\ ORZ LG
HUV DUH DW ULVN RI IDOOLQJ LQWR GHHS PHGILHRPNEHENRRQEKROGY ZLWK FKLOGUHQ KDYH
QRW UHFHLYLQJ YLWDO RUIBQBKWRDW PDNH | VWHQW ZLWK IXO0 WPH 2RI WKDQ
LW PRUH GLI¢FXOW WR REWDLQ TXDOLW\ KHD G\RFR Gt IR HPSOR\HHV QDWLRQZLGH ZHUF
KDYH D PDMRU LPSDFW RQ IDPLOLHV ZKR DUH \REX¥HASIH DW RU EHORZ WKH WKHQ IHGHUI

WR HDUQ D OLYLQJ ZDJH ZDJHRI ,Q QR UXUDO FRXQW\ RU PHWURSF
DUHD LQ WKH 8 6 FDQ D UHQWHU ZLWK D IXOC
Transportation WKH SUHYDLOLQJ PLQLPXRUBHYBR D RQH

EHGURRP XQLW SULFHG DW WKH )DEQ@DUNHV
7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ LV DQRWKHU SULPDU\ GUL¥HdaRbOWU¥htada, Oregon, adashington, the
wage increases between 2005 and 2066.trans PLQLPXP ZDJH LV LQVXI¢,FLHQW LGRRPH WR DI
SRUWDWLRQ FRPSRQHQW RI WKH IDPLO\ EXGJHWHQ PQMHGFLHQF\ RU VWXGLR L H JHUR EHG
RQ WKH FRVW RI PDLQWDLQLQJ D SULYDWH YHEp&OREDQG



8WLOLW\ UDWH LQFUHDVHV DUH RI SDUWLFXO45B@fgdstQ Winber of strategies that business,
IDPLOLHV SDUWLFXODUO\ DV ZLQWHU DSSURDBERERWBKBUQPHQW DQG FRPPXQLWLHV FDQ S,
LQFUHDVHYV LQ RLO DQG JDV SULFHV KDYH OHGFORUQAKHDOVMRE JDS SURPRWH OLYLQJ ZDJH |
XWLOLWLHVER8WE\QHW ,QIRUPDWLRQ PDNH VXUH SHRSOH DUH DEOH WR JHW DQG N
$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ HVWLPDWHG WKDW DYHUDNHRERXVHKROGV
spent almost 50 percent more on natural gas to heat
their homes during the 2005/2006 heating season, ,QFUHDVH WKH QXPEHU RI MREV WKDW SD\ D (
FRPSDUHG WR WKH \HDUTEEBR 0bkts partieu $ QXPEHU RI RSWLRQV H[LVW IRU LQFUHDVLQL.
ODUOHKHW WKRVH ZKR FIRMIBRWRDILQVXODWH RBHU RI OLYLQJ ZDJH MREV DQG EULQJLQJ FXUL
ZHDWKHUL]H WKHLU KRPHV RU VHHN DOWHUQDSIWR 8HPMIIZDJIH VWDQGDUGYV /DZPDNHUV
PHWKRGV VXFK DV ZRRG EXUQLQJ VWRYHV
¥ (VWDEOLVK MRE TXDOLW\ VWDQGDUGYV IR

; HUV DQG LQGXVWULHV WKDW UHFHLYH SXE

Conclusions GHYHORSPHQW DQG EXVLQHVV DVVLVWDQF

7KHVH ¢QBLQIV VKRZ WKDW ZRUNLQ) [XOO WLPHLY, |
LQFUHDVLQJO\ QRW HQRXJK WR PDLQWDLQ DQ DERYXE-QJ 2DIH ¢ JXUHVWR VHW ZDJH SF

VWDQGDUG RIOLYLQJ (YHQ GXDO LQFRPH IDPLO@%@
LIK

ZKLFK ERWK DGXOWV DUH ZRUNLQJ RIWHQ ¢QG VHL%\C/)V:\/AUR[)EV\\;HB]LZV DLPHG DW FUHDWL!
not earning enoughWhen families are unable to Q

HDUQ OLYLQJ ZDJHV PDQ\ DUH IRUFHG WR PDNHS}L&W
¢FXOW FKRLFHV EHWZHHQ DGHTXDWH KHDOWK FDURY ZRUNHUV D VWURQJ YRLFHLQ GH
DQFHG QXWULWLRQ DQG SDUGMAKHE®OY  'ccting them.

HRN FDQ KDYH VHYHUH FRQVHTXHQFHV
Q Q Q 3URYLGH SHRSOH WKH HGXFDWLRQ DQG WUD

+HDOWK LQVXUDQFH LV RIWHQ WKV W WUdﬁ%@LYLQ‘] ZDJH MRESRRU WR OLYLQJ ZDJH ZI
UHPDLQ VKXW DV ORQJ DV ZRUNHUV ODI
IDPLOLHV PDNH YHZHU HPSORHBRYGDEOH 1DoG H BV WKLY GHo ELVY
FRPSUHKHQVLYH KHDOWK LQVXUDQFH EHQH¢ WA B ? QG HGRFDGGRV ¢
LQVXUDQFH RQ WKH SULYDWH PDUNHW LV XVXPUSRRREAHAF:
reachAs a result, more and more families are be
ing pushed into the health gap, and are one health .QYHVWLQJ LQ WUDLQLQJ
HPHIHQF\ DZD\ IURP ¢ QDQFLDO FDWDVWURSKH
Q ¢QDQ + 3URPRWLQJ MRE ODGGHUV DQG ZDJH SUR.
%RWK EXVLQHVV DQG JRYHUQPHQW PXVW ZRUN
WR HQVXUH WKDW ZRUNLQJ SHRSOH LQ WKH 1R
DUH DEOH WR ¢QG ZRUN WKDW SD\V OLYLQJ ZDJH

UHFHLYH WKH VXSSRUW WKDW WKH\ QHHG WR OLYH
VWDEOH OLYHV FHIEPRRIYI DssuHQWLFHVKLS SURIUDPY

U
FbJ HTXDO HGXFDWLRQ DQG HPSOF

$ 'HYHORSLQJ SXEOLFO\ IXQGHG MREV SURJ
_ _ _ WKH KDUG WR VHUYH DQG
Policy Options for Closing the Gap

» Organizing communities to help shape com
: RUNLQJ IDPLOLHV LQ WKH 1RUWKZHVW DUH GREQHPOQG JRYHUQPHQW GHFLVLRQV UHJIDU(
WKH\ FDQ WR VXSSRUW WKHPVHOYHYV DQG WKHLEOIHPMREWDQG ORZ LQFRPH FRPPXQLWLHV
%XW IRU PDQ\ IDPLOLHV ZRUNLQJ KDUG LV QRW HQRXJK
:KDW FDQ EH GRQH WR PDNH VXUH WKDW IDPLOLHV FDQ
PDNH HQGV PHHW" )LQGLQJV IURP WKH 1RUWKZHVW -RE



OHHW WKH EDVLF QHHGV RI WKRVH ZKR GR QRW KRRE& DF
FHVV WR VWDEOH OLYLQJ ZDJH MREV DQG UHGXFRXR\QWWDRIG XWLOLWLHV
OLYLQJ ZLWKRXW ORZHULQJ OLYLQJ VWDQGDUGNankgRitHtion
alone can not meet the needs of families, the public i +HDOWK FDUH
sector should adopt measures to address thisshort 1 &KLOG FDUH
fall. Options include: ¥ +RXVHKROG FORWKLQJ DQG SHUVRQDO LW
¥ 6DYLQJIV
$ 8VLQJ OLYLQJ ZDJH ¢ IXUHV WR GHWHUPLQH HWNDWALOQG IHGHUDO WD[HV
LW\ IRU SXEOLF DVVLVWDQFH

$ BURYLGLQJ IRRG KRXVLQJ KHDOWK FDUH \Mbi@NE@&WBssumptions

tation, and child care assistance to those earning

OHVV WKDQ D OLYLQJ ZDJH +RXVHKROG W\SHV ZHUH VHOHFWHG WR UHAF
RI EXGIJHW UHTXLUHPHQWYV IRU ¢ YH KRXVHKR

¥ ,QFUHDVLQJ DFFHVV WR KHDOWK FDUH DQG H[SDQGLQJ

SXEOLF SURJUDPV WKDW ZRUN * Single adult

T &UHDWLQJ QHZ DQG RU H[SDQGLQJ HILVWL®@EMDIEtsdult with one child between the ages of
QHW SURJUDPV OLQNHG WR HPSOR\PHQW DQ¢ DQG HLIKW

T 'HYHORSLQJ QHZ LQVWLWXWLRQV DQG RU RIS adult with two children, one between the
QLVPV WR SURYLGH ZRUNHUV VWDEOH EHQHRWAY RI VL[ DQG HLIKW DQG WKH RWKHU EHW:
ages of one and two

Technical Notes » Two adults including one wage earnaith two
FKLOGUHQ RQH EHWZHHQ WKH DJHV RI VL[ DC

*LYHQ OLPLWDWLRQV LQ WKH DYDLODEOH GDWi$ B8&mg{gen the ages of one and two
QXLW\ Rl GDWD VHWV WKLV VWXG\ XSGDWHV WKH SUHYLRXV _ _
1RUWKZHVW -RE *DS 6WXG\ DV FORVHO\ DV SRWAYEDR§Ults, both wage earners, with two children,
DEOH GDWD IRU WKH FORVHVW \HDU DYDLODERRMAB§) e @ges of one and two

MXVWHG IRU LOADWLRQ WR UHAHFW ~ GROODUV

Food

Family Living Vdge Budgets
JRRG FRVWV DUH GHULYHG IURP WKH 3/RZ &RV

$ OLYLQJ ZDJH LV D ZDJH WKDW SURYLGHV D KRR RGAVKH 8 6 'HSDUVEBHIRX@WXUH

ZLWK HFRQRPLF VHOI VXREORZEQJ LW WR PHHWRE'® PRQWKO\ UHSRUW &RVW RI )RRG DW +RF
LWV EDVLF QHHGV ZLWKRXW JRYHURBHQW VXEA GYHUDJIH DW )RXU &RVW THEZO0N2

WKLV VWXBRGL ¢ HG PDUNHW EDVNHW DSSURDFER YLQJ ZDJH FDOFXODWLRQ XVHG WKH ODUFk

ZDV XVHG +RXVHKROG EXGJHWV XSRQ ZKLFK ERYVHRRG 30DQ ORQWKO\ IRRG FRVWV IRU W
wages are based, include: ZDJH EDOFXODWLRQ IRU  WR  DUH EDVHG |

DQQXDO DYHUDJH RI PRQWKO\ IRRG FRVWV



7KH /RZ &RVW )RRG SODQ YDOXHV DUH EDVHG REGYRGDW WKH WK SHUFHQWLOH LQ RWKHU
H[SHQGLWXUHV E\WKH WK WR WK SHUFHQWISHYWF RQWKRI WKH VWDQGDUG TXDOLW\ UHQW
8 6 SRSXODWLRQ DV GHWHUPLQHG LQ WKH 1DRWIROBWORU EHORZ WKKN PRY\SHUFHQWLOH Ut
+RXVHKROG )RRG &RQVXPSWHRGLY SODQ LV is drawn from the distribution of rents of all units
SHUFHQW KLJKHU WKDQ WKH 37KULIW\ )RRG BBBEXELHG E\ UHQWHU KRXVHKROGYV ZKR PRYF
which is used as the basis for food stamp alloca SUHVHQW UHVLGHQFH ZLWKLQ WKH SBVW P
WLRQV DQG IHGHUDO SRYHUWYEHGQEKPRUNY OLF KRXVLQJ XQLWV DQG XQLWV OHVV WKDQ
30DQ ZDV QRW XVHG EHFDXVH QXWULWLRQLVWVHRG@XSEHA WV LV DVVXPHG WKDW IDPLOLL
WR EH QXWULWLRQDOO\ LQDGHTXDWH RQ D ORQUWYEhIRrEDVilkrent a two-bedroom unit, and
7KH /RZ &RVW 30DQ LV EDVHG RQ WKH DVVXPSWiaR@smgi®\wdult household will rent a one-bed
all food is prepared at home. room unit.

7KH DGXOWV ZHUH FDOFXOD®GGDV+8LQIJOH 4ZHVW SURYLGHG WKH FRVW RI EDVLF VHUYLF
\HDU ROG ZRPDQ 6LQIGKOW ZLWK &KLOG LWHG ORFDO FDOOV ZLWK QR FDOO ZBLWLQJ

++ \HDU ROG ZRPDQ DQG \HDU ROG LQJ RU RWKHU HKHHDYWLPDWH GRHV QRW LG

FKLOG 6LGIOW ZLWK WZR FKLOGUHQ ++ DQ\ ORQJ GLVWDQFH k®e&xiimate also does

\HDU ROG ZRPDQ \HDU ROG FKLOG DQG \HDQR®YEQFOXGH VHW XS IHHV RU WRB[EDV(HFK W\

FKLOG ++ DQG ++ ZHUH FDOFXODWHG ZLWK R&RQH FRVW ZDV DGGHG WR LWV ZHLIKWHG [

ZRPDQ \HDUROG RQHPDQ \HDUVROG ODUNHW 5HQW WR GHWHUPLQH WKH ZKROH F

\HDU ROG FKLOG DQG RQH \HDU ROG FKLOG and utilities.

7KHUH DUH QR DGMXVWPHQWYV IRU WKHVH IRRG SODQV E\

state or region. Other reports indicate that the Transportation

YDULDWLRQ LQ IRRG SULFHV LV VPDOO HQRXJK WKDW JHR

JUDSKLF DGMXVWPHQWYV DUH QRMBEHFHVVDUVVUDQVSRUWDWLRQ FRVWV ZHUH GHULYHG XV

YDOXHV DUH EDVHG RQ GDWD DQG XSGDWBA®/LRQDO +RXVHKREIG 6XUYH\ IURP WKH 8 6
PRQWKO\ IRU LQADWLRQ Department offransportation and 2006 Internal

5HYHQXH 6HUYLFH ,56 36WDQGDUG OLOHDJH ¢

DV DQ DSSUR[LPDWH FRVW IRU DXWRPRELOH '
Housing and Utilities

7KH WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ FRPSRQHQW Rl WKH
+RXVLQJ DQG XWLOLWLHV FRVWV DUH GHULYHIK/IBRPIEG RQ WKH FRVW RI PDLQWDL-QLQJ D Sl
'HSDUWPHQW RI +RXVLQJ DQG S8UEDQ 'HYHORSHKHBEOH DQG WKH 1DWLRQDOHRMMBROGH

+8' )DLU ODUNHW 5HQWYV DQG LQIRUPDWLRQ SSRRYLGHV GDWD RQ WKH DQQXDO YHKLFOH P
YLGHG E\ 4ZHVW 7KH PLOHDJH WRWDOV ZHUH DGMXVWHG IRU \

DGXOWV ZRUNHUV DQG SHUVRQV L&PHDFK KR
)DLU ODUNHW 5HQW GDWD DUH SURYLGHG DW BHHRRFREHRI DQQXDO YHKLFOH PLOHV WUD
el. )DLU ODUNHW 5HQWY DUH JURVV UHQW DQ®&RXMHHRAE DYV WKHQ PXOWLSOLHG E\ WKH ,
HVWLPDWHYV 3WKDW ZRXOG EH QHHGHG WR UHBMPEDIMbiMHREXUVHPHQW UDWH IRU WKH \HL
RZQHG GHFHQW VDIH DQG VDQLWDU\ UHQWD®WKRVLQFRQWY SHUPLOHLQ  ZKLFK DFFR
D PRGHVW QRQ OX[XU\ QDWXUH ZLWK VXLWDHBH BHKIGIOH FRVW LQVXUDQFH JDVROLQH U
WLHWKH\ LQFOXGH VKHOWHU UHQW SOXV WKHERWKRQO2QG YHKLFOH UHILVWUDWLRQ IHH\
XWLOLWLHV H[FHSW WHOHSKRQHV +8' VHWYV )DLU ODUNHW



Health Care PRGL¢{HG WR SURGXFH VSHFL¢F RXW RI SRFNE
age and geographic regio2XW RI SRFNHW FRVWV

+HDOWK FDUH H[SHQVHV LQFOXGH LQVXUDQFHRUWRRIAY SXUFKDVLQJ SULYDWH LQVXUDQFI

DV ZHOO DV WKH RXW RI SRFNHW FRVWV QRW ERXYHUH®RR HPSCFRQYRUHG KHDOWK LQVXU

LQVXUDQFH (VWLPDWHYV RI KHDOWK FDUH H[SH{e¢s ¥dukdiéd using the same methods.

ZHUH SUHSDUHG IRU IDPLOLHV WKDW BUH FRYHUHG E\ HP

SOR\MEBRQVRUHG LQVXUDQFH DV ZHOO DV IRURBNIt®NdN-Group Insurance:

WKDW SXUFKDVH SULYDWH QRQ JURXE KHDOWRLBBVRRO WR HVYWLPDWLQJ KHDOWK FDU

7TKHVH/ZRIVWLPBVRY LGRIP H.G HRI WKBIDQJH DGXOWV ZKR UHFHLYH\EDRHBG LQVXUDQF

Rl KHDOWK FDUH FRVWYV IDPLOLHV H[SHULHQFRWKMFRYWYV IRU IDPLOLHV WKDW PXVW EX\ LQ\

¢ JXUHV DUH SUREDEO\ FRQVRUXBMW/YKR non-group insurance were calculated. Other-stud

HDUQ ORZ ZDJHV DUH IDU PRUH OLNHO\ WKDQ KIHNKDYH DVVXPHG WKDW HYHU\ KRXVHKROG
wage earners to contribute agarshare of their WR HPSORIERQVRUHG KHDOWK LQVXUDQFH E
income to their health insurance premiumad- YDOLGLW\ Rl WKDW DVVXPSWLRQ LV GLPLQLV

GLWLRQORDYDJH ZRUNHUV DUH PXFK OHVV OLEWPEHU Rl HPSOR\HUV WKDW GR QRW SURYLC
WKDQ KLENHH HDUQHUV WR ZRUN LQ FRPSDQLkt¢reases$®
WKDWRIKHDOWK LQVXUDQFH WR WKKHLU HPSOR\HHV

LQWKH86 SHUFHQW RI WKH SRSXODWLR@XDGHQW HVWLPDWHYV Rl SUHPLXP FRVWYV IRL
HPSOR\HDVHG LQVXUDQFH SHUFHQW SXUFKDMPYWXBDRFH ZHUH REWDLQHG IURP H+HDOWK,
YDWH LQGLYLGXDO KHDOWK LQVXUDQFH SHBERPAQ@WRXIHWNA ,Q RUGHU WR REWDLQ SULFH TX
FRYHUHG E\OHGLFDLG SHUFHQW ZHUH FRYHBHBEOWK,QVXUDQFH FRP LW ZDV QHFHVVDU\
OHGLFDUH DQG SHUFHQW ZHUFF XQLQVXUHG DVVXPSWLRQV DERXW WKH W\SH RI SODQ WR

7KH FRYHUDJH OHYHOV RI DYDLODEOH HVWLP

EmployefSponsered Insurance: VOLJKWO\ I[URP VWDWH WR VWBKHHHYMQHUDO
$YHUDJH HPSOR\HH FRQWULEXWLRZSRER HPS@RAtEYin this report assume a $500 deductible and
sored insurance premiums were obtained for each 20 percent coinsuranc&he plans were selected
VWDWH IURP WKH ,QVXUDQFABEHPRRHGMH WR UHSUHVHQW WKH KLIKHVW OHYHO RI FRY!

OHGLFDO ([SHQGLWXUH 3DQHO 6XUYH\ 0(36 TXRWHV ZHUH DYDLODEOH LQ D®B SHLY DWBV
$OWKRXJIK 0(36 FRQWDLQV VRPH LQIRUPDWLRQ RQERXWQFH EHQH¢ W SDFNDJHV YDULHG IURP
FR SD\PHQWYV DQG GHGXFWLEOHV LW GRHV QRMWBWAY IEXMMV W\SLFDOO\ GLG QRW FRYHU WKFH
GHWDLOHG LQIRUPDWLRQ DERXW WKH W\SLFD@es@aFENHthRhealth, or substance abuse treatment,

KHDOWK EHQH¢WV DQG PDQ\ Rl WKH VWDWH HVWLPDWHV LQFOXt
FR SD\V7/KH HVYWLPDWHYV IRU ,GDKR GR QRW L(
Out-of-Pocket Costs: FRYHUDJH IRU RI¢FH YLVLWV HVWLPDWHYV ZH!

2XW Rl SRFNHW FRVWV UHSUHVHQW WKH PHGL&#Of6H @M HVIdaho with a $500 deductible and
WKDW DUH QRW FRYHUHG E\ DQ LQQ&DQAH SRAHWVFHQW FRLQVXUDQFH WKDW SURYLGHG F
LQVWHDG SDLG E\ WKH LQGLYLGXDO RU WKHLWRIRPHXAURUWY W ZDV DVVXPHG WKDW VLQJO
KHDOWK FDUH UHFRIDXHA YH DW D WRWDO ¢,JX6lRgle parents were female (altering gender did
IRU KHDOWK FDUH FRVWV DQ DYHUDJH YDOXH@FRWRRMWRBULFH TXRWHV DQG WKDW DOO DG
SRENHW H[SHQVHYV ZDV DGGHG WR WKH IDPLO\ WKDWHRRIG QRQ VPRRIBQWRQO\ FKLOG ZDV
LQVXUDQFH SUHPLXPV 2XW RI SRFNHW FRVW\MXRXPHG WR EH DQ HIRR® REMH DQG WZR
EDVHG XSRQ ¢JXUHV IURP WKH  0(36 +RXVH FKLOGUHQ LQ D IDPLO\ ZHUH PDOHYV DJHV HLJF
KROG OHGLFDO ([SHOQ®BRWXWHZKLFK FDQ EH JHQGHU GLG (pRW BULFH TXRKHHN+HDOWK
,QVXUDQFH ZHEVLWH JHQHUDWHYV SUHPLXP T



FRGH VR VWDWHZLGH ¢JXUHV ZHUH QRW DYDLUBEGRG2{F¢ D ZHLIKWHG DYHUDJH IRU WKH F
codes were entered for high and low-population care in each state.

DUHDV EXW WKH VDPH SODQV ZHUH JHQHUDOO\ DYDLODEOH

throughout the state. In states where more than one In all states, school-age children are assumed to
health insurer déred comparable plans, a weight DWWHQG KDOI WLPH DQG WRGGOHUV IXOO Wi

HG DYHUDJH Rl WKH SULFH TXRWHV ZDV FDOFXRBRHE WKH WZR SDUHQW KRXVHKROG ZLWk
SDUHQW ZRUNLQJ LW LV DVVXPHG WKDW FKL

2XW RI SRFNHW FRVWYV IRU WKRVH SXUFKDVLQREGHYYHBR LQ +RXVHKROG VLQJOH DGXOW
insurance were calculated using the same methods ~*RXVHKROG WZR SDUHQWV WZR FKLOGUHQ
WKDW ZHUH XVHG WR FDOFXODWH DYHUDJH RRWHRZSRFNQAYSDUHQW  FKLOG FDUH FRVWV L
FRVWV IRU WKRVH FRYHUHG\ES RIOSRBME)

KHDOWK LQVXQDOEHY IRU RXW RI SRENHW FRVWV

ZHUH WKHQ DGGHG WR WKH SULFHV REWDLQHBAar&eRald vEigiming and Personal Items
LQVXUDQFH SUHRBIOYRKRXJIK RXW RI SRENHW FRVWV

ZLOO GHSHQG RQ WKH DPRXQW RI SULYDWH LOWRMIRPG FORWKLQJ DQG SHUVRQRDO VSH(
FRYHUDJH SXUFKDVHG JUHDWHU RXW Rl SRENRRVERYRMH GHULYHG IURP WKH &RQVXPHU ([<
IRU OHVV LQVXUDQFH FRYHUDJH LW LV UHDVRZBEGN §R R@E DUH FDOFXODWHG DV D ¢[HG
DQ DYHUDJH RI RXW RI SRFNHW YDOXHV ZLWK 12g&rUBERpusehold spending minus child care

SUHPLXPV UHSUHVHQWLQJ DYHUDJH SODQV  DQG WDHSpending on these items, as a prepor
tion of total income, is consistent across income

FDWHJRULHV 1R GHWDLOHG H[SHQGLWXUHV
Child Care EDVHG HVWLPDWHYV DUH DYDLODEOH IRU WKF

FDWHJRUEMYRWDO SHUFHQWDJH Rl SHUFHQ
&KLOG FDUH H[SHQVHV DUH EDVHG RQ WKH DV&P&sRein the household budget, based on the
that all single-parent households and households &(6 HYWLPDWHV W LV HVWHQWLDO WR XVI-
ZLWK WZR ZRUNLQJ SDUHQWV UHTXLUH FKLOGRBURYHE¥XMHKROG FORWKLQJ DQG SHUVRC
HV (VWLPDWHY DUH GHULYHG IURP PDUNHW UBWIWSWWKDW LV ¢ [HGIRY UNMLHDU RI WKH
FRQGXFWHG E\ VWDWH ZHOIDUH DJHQFLHV %HRBXNE VWXG\ ZDV EDVHG RQ &(6 GDWD IURP
WKH IHGHUDO JRYHUQPHQW DQG PRVW VWDWHVNBHEA kY iHWKDW GDWD IURP WKDW \HDU 1D
FKLOG FDUH IRU ORZ LQFRPH IDPLOLHV XS WR WRRWARXVHKROG FRVWV DQG ZH KDYH XVHC
percentile — the statewide child care rate at which ~ SURSRUWLRQV IRU VXEVHTXHQW \HBUYV RI WK

SHUFHQW RI FKLOG FDUH VORWV PD\ EH SXUFRB¥RBEG E\ WKH &(6

+ VWDWH OHYHO GDWD DUH UHDGLO\ DYDLODEOH DQG DUH XVHG
for these estimates. +RXVHKROG FRVWV LQFOXGH ODXQGU\ DQG

VXSSOLHV VWDWLRQHU\ VXSSOLHV BQG SRV\

$V FKLOG FDUH PDUNHW UDWH VXUYH\V DUH GEGREOLQHQV WRZHOV VKHHWV HWF  VHZL
HDFK LQGLYLGXDO VWDWH WKH)RIPHWIKRGV YBURLWXUH ARRU FRYHULQJV PDMRU DSSOLIL
UHDVRQ WKLW\PMXBRGV YDU\ VOLIKWO\ VWD\W&&Hageous house wares (small appliances, plates,
state. None of the four states publish child care HWF DQG RWKHU LWHPV QHHGHG WR RSHUL
GDWD DW WKH FRXQW\ OHYHO ,QVWHDG HDFRMBNRWHBXMHKROG +RXVHKROG FRVWYV DUF
FKLOG FDUH FRVWYV EXKHHBER@VV RI WKH YDULRXYH SHUFHQW

W\SHV RI FKLOG FDUH ZHUH DYHUDJHG IRU HDFK UHJLRQ

ZHLIKWHG E\ WKDW SREXOIIWLRQ DQG VXPPHG&ORWKLQJ DQG SHUVRQDO FRVWV LQFOXGF
personal care products, reading materials, and other

SHUVRQDO H[SHQVHV &ORWKLQJ DQG SHUVR
HVWLPDWHG DW VL[ SHUFHQW



5HFUHDWLRQ DQG HQWHUWDLQPHQW FRVWWV/KBRORGHO OLYLQJ ZDJIH EXGIJHW EHIRUH WD
fees for participant sports, admissions to sporting assumed to represent each houseb@dhual
HYHQWYV PRYLHV DQG YLGHR/BHQ®BDXLS LQFRPH )HGHUDO DQG VWDWH LQFRPH WD[ U
PHQW PXVLF SHWV WR\V DQG RWKHU HQWHUYHMHDSURSDUHG IRU HDFK KRXVBKROG XVLQJ
H[SHQVHV (QWHUWDLQPHQW FRVWYV DUH HVWidtiaahd G (PSQR\RPHQW WD[HV ZHUH FDOFXODW
percent. SHUFHQW RI HDUQHG LQFRPH IRU 6RFLD¢
6HFXULW\ IRU OHGLFDUH )RU IHGHUDO WDI[H\
OLVFHOODQHRXV FRVWV LQFOXGH LWHPV QRWaER¥$ldi¢@ tHat families would use the standard
WKH DERYH FDWHJRULHV VXFK DV VFKRRO VXSiduketibrEd{dthat there was no source of outside
IHHV DQG FUHGLW FDUG JRQW0QHNYFKRDOD income. Where appropriate, deductions were made
neous costs are estimated at two percent. IRU DSSOLFDEOH FKLOG FDUH DQG (,7&EHQH¢
ing the $600 per child credit infett from 2002.
2QFH WKH WD[ DPRXQW ZDV FDOFXODWHG LW
Savings WR HDFK IDRIERDWKO\ EXGJHW WR GHWHUPL!
WRWDO OLYLQJ ZDJH
7TKHSPHULFDQ 6DYLQJV (GXFDWLRQ &RXQFLO $6(&
KDV GHYHORSHG D IRUPXOD IRU HVWLPDWLQJ WKH SHU
centage of household income that families should High and Low Cost Areas
VDYH 7KLV VWXG\ DVVXPHV WKDW ZRUNHUV DUH QRW
HQUROOHG LQ HFSRRWRUHG UHWLUHPHQW SORQHWUQHUDO DUHDV ZLWK KLJK SRSXODWLRQ
JLYHQ WKDW RQO\ SHUFHQW RI WKRVH ZLWK DG HRHHM. W\ WR PDMRU PHWURSROLWDQ DUH
EHWZHHQ DQG SDUWLFLSDWH LQ DQ HBe high-cost areas. Rural areas that are far from
SOR\WERQVRUHG UHWLUHPWQ®h SPRied metropolitan areas tend to be low-cost areas. In
WR KRXVHKROGYV LQ R¥HWIWRRPPHQGDWLRQ DGGLWLRQ WR WKH DYHUDJH VWDWHZLGH OL
LV WKDW IDPLOLHV VKRXOG VDYH EHWZHHQ VHYY/DKRXVHKROG EXGIJHWY KDYH DOVR EHH(
SHUFHQW RI KRXVHKROG LQFRPH IRU UHWLUHPR&t@QWh-&Adddw-cost areathese distinctions
WKH ORZHU HVWLPDWH RI VHYHQ SHUFHQW DQ@rBG&3adoR@i2@osts of housing and child care,
WKUHH SHUFHQW ZDV DGGHGMWQMHRNHDQFHUDV WKHVH FRVWYV YDU\ WKH PRVW IURP KLJK \
DOORZ IDPLOLHV WR SODQ DKHDG 6DYLQJV UDMHBZEAWMSURYLGHY DQ HVWLPDWH RI KRZ FF
VHW DW SHUFHQW RI VSHQGLQJ PLQXV FKLOGIeRIskl €@k state.
WD[HV
To estimate the cost of rent in high-cost areas, the
WZR FRXQWLHV ZLWK WKH KLJKHVW )DLU 0DU
State and Federalakes ZHUH DYHUDJHG WREHHWEHB PHWKRG ZDV
used to estimate the cost of rent in low-cost areas.
7D[HV LQFOXGH IHGHUDO WD[HV LQFOXGLQJ FKLOG FDUH
FUHGLWV DQG WKH (DU@BRMAEPW SD\UROO )RU FKLOG FDUH FRXQW\ VSHFL¢F GDWD LV QI
WD[HV 6RFLDO 6HFXULW\ DQG OHGLFDUH DQGNWEWRIMQKH VWDWHY ,QVWHDG HDFK VWD
FRPH WD[HV ZKHUH DSSOLFDEOH 3URSHUW\ WEIPHM ZHHIHRQV PDGH XS RI PDQ\ARMGWLHV
QRW LQFOXGHG KHUH EHFDXVH WKH\ DUH DFF RN htclhsit/df@hild care in high-cost areas, the
KRXVLQJ UHQWDO FRVWV 6WDWH DQG ORFDBRADOWIURPWYH WZR PRVW H[SHQVLYH UHJLF
ZHUH QRW DGGHG WR WKH LQFRPH WD ¢ JXUH BMADKVHG WRIHMKRHRPH PHWKRG ZDV XVHG W
WKH\ DUH DOUHDG\ UHAHFWHG LQ WKH FRVW RIsRR&e\WIdRS! of child care in low-cost areas.
portation, and household co&ts.



The costs of housing and child care for all coun 7KH ¢ IJXUHV XQGHUVWDWH WKH QXPEHU RI MF
ties and regions are included in the technical LQ WKDW LW GRHV QRW FRXQW WKRVH ZKR DI
DSSHQGIZKLV FDQ EH XVHG WR IXUWKHU WDLOROOWHPH DW OHVV WKDQ D OLYLQJ ZDJH MR
OLYLQJ ZDJH EXGJHW WR VSHFL¢ F DUHDV OLYLQJ ZzDJH MRE EHFDXVH GDWD RQ WKLV Jl
H[LVW ,W RYHUVWDWHY WKH QXPEHU LQ WKD
Job seekers include: HPSOR\HG DUH FRXQWHG HYHQ WKRXJK VRPF
EH ORRNLQJ IRU D OLYLQXNVR BIRESOH ZKR
17KH XQHPSOR\HG2SHRSOH ZKR DUH QRW HPSORNWGVKH ODERU PDUNHW DQG WKHQ UH HQV
EXW DUH ORRNLQJ IRU ZRUN ,QFOXGHG DUH VRERMBMAWRRQ DUH FRXQWHG DPRQJ WKH MRE
KDYH EHHQ ODT®LRV WKHLU MREV DUH HQWHUKQUWWRW WKRVH ZKR PRYHG GLUHFWO\ IURP F
ZRUNIRUFH IRU WKH ¢UVW WLPH RU DUH UH HRQRWKEU I WKH VDPH RFFXSDWLRQ DUH QR
1RW LQFOXGHG DUH WKRVH ZKR DUH XQHPSORWKXEXPYI HYHQ D IUDFWLRQ RI WKH SHRSOH .
WR WHPSRUDU\VRMDYRKRVH ORRNLQJ RQO\ IRU SV WKDQ D OLYLQJ ZDJH MRE IRU D VLQJOH
WLPH ZRUN D OLYLQJ ZDJH MRE WKH FRXQW LV RQ EDOD(
underestimate.
T ,QYROXQWDU\ SDUW WLPH ZRUNHUV2SHRSOH ZKR
ZRUN OHVV WKDQ IXOO WLPH EXW ZDQW WR ZRUKpXO@Ss include:
time.
1 -RE RSHQLQJV GXH WR JURZWK2WKH UHVXO\
1 'LVFRXUDJHG ZRUNHUMIDQGIDWWWDFKHG MREV EHLQJ FUHDWHG E\ QHZ RU H[LVWLQJ ¢L
ZRUNHUV2SHRSOH ZKR DUH QRW HPSOR\HG DQG QRW
FXUUHQWO\ ORRNLQJ IRU ZRUN EXW KDYH ORRMMHARBHQLQIV GXH WR UHSODFHPHQW?2WKH
ZRUN ZLWKLQ WKH SM/WKHPDVH RI GLVFRXU SHRSOH UHWLULQJ HQWHULQJ VFKRRO RU Wi
DJHG ZRUNHUV WKH\ DUH QRW VHHNLQJ ZRUNPRMEQX\AHURVV VWDWH ERXQGDULHV-FKDQJI
WKH\ EHOLHYH WKHUH DUH QR MREV DYDLODNAHRRY WKHRWMKHUZLVH OHDYLQJ WKH RFFXSL
DUH QRQH IRU ZKLFK WKH\ TXDOLI\ WKH\ FXUUHQWO\ ZRUN

1 0ODULQDOO\ DWWDFKHG ZRUNHUV DUH QRW VKHHNR@O\WVLV GRHV QRW LQFOXGH MRE RSHC
ZRUN GXH WR SHUVRQDO RU ¢QDQFLDO UHDVEBVAORPSHRSEGKDQJILEPSOR\HEXWHPDLQ
LQJ LQ WKH VDPH RFFXSDWLRQ VLQADWKHVF
* Not included are people who prefer LQYLVLEOH WR WKH DYHUDEBMRRERIMHRIROXG
SDUW WLPH ZRUN HG IRU VLPLODU UHDVRQV DUH MRE RSHQLQ.
IDPLO\ ZRUNHUV DQG VHOI HPSOR\PHQW

W LV LPSRUWDQW WR QRWH WKDW WKH XQHFSCGRWHORLOQDQHZKLFK MRE RSHQLQJV SDLG

UHAHFWV RQO\ WKH XQHPSOR\HG DQG WKHUMiRIeHtRL state median wage for an occupation

HV PDQ\ MRE VHHNHUV2LQFOXGLQJ GLVFRXUDJR% B¢ ZKHUH DYDLODEOH WKLV PHDQV W

PDULQDOO\ DWWDFKHGERUNKILNMVWY WKDW people in the occupation earn less and half earn

WKHUH DUH PDQ\ PRUH MRE VHHNHUYV IRU HDFRRUEYWEDQ WKDW DPRXQW 1RW HYHU\RQH Z

ZDJH MRE RSHQLQJ WKDQ FRQYHQWLRQDOO\ DAMWPHGLDQ ZDJH EXW PDQ\ VKRXOG SURJUF
ZDJH RYHU WLPH

7KH MRE VHHNHU ¢ JXUHV XVHG DUH OLNHO\ DQ XQGHUHV

WLPDWH RI WKH DFWXDO QXPEHU RI MRE VHHNHUV ,GHDO

O\WKH FRXQW RI MRE VHHNHUV ZRXOG FDSWXUH HYHU\

RQH ZRUNLQJ RU QRW ZKR QHHGV D OLYLQJ ZDJH MRE



Appendix: County level living wage gures
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